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11 of 11 review helpful A nonmetaphysical Hegel By anonymous This outstanding tour de force reading presents 
Hegel as primarily an ethical and politcal thinker of modernity rather than the legendarily over ambitious and obscure 
metaphysician he is stereotyped to be Pippin provocatively suggests that for Hegel what we really believe is best 
understood in terms of what we actually do rather than what we tell ourselves an This fresh and original book argues 
that the central questions in Hegel s practical philosophy are the central questions in modern accounts of freedom 
What is freedom or what would it be to act freely Is it possible so to act And how important is leading a free life 
Robert Pippin argues that the core of Hegel s answers is a social theory of agency the view that agency is not 
exclusively a matter of the self relation and self determination of an individual but requi Pre publication praise 
Reading this book it is fascinating to see how Hegel s practical philosophy can even in its speculative elements be 
translated into a philosophical language used in moral epistemology today Pippin succeeds in deepening our understan 
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