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0 of 0 review helpful The Birth of Understanding the Birth of Statistics By Aran Joseph Canes The Emergence of 
Probability is rightly regarded as a modern day classic In it Hacking describes the intellectual archaeology of 
probability theory in the enlightenment era while connecting these ideas to modern debates on the meaning of 
probability theory Though written for those with a good knowledge of statistics the book Historical records show that 
there was no real concept of probability in Europe before the mid seventeenth century although the use of dice and 
other randomizing objects was commonplace Ian Hacking presents a philosophical critique of early ideas about 
probability induction and statistical inference and the growth of this new family of ideas in the fifteenth sixteenth and 
seventeenth centuries Hacking invokes a wide intellectual framework involving the growth of s A fascinating in depth 
study of the philosophical aspects of the concept of probability during its founding days Andreas Karlsson Uppsala 
University Hacking s knowledge of the pertinent literature is considerable and the vigorous style of w 
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