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The essays in this book first published in 1860 were developed from a series of lectures on The Conduct of Life 
delivered by Emerson during the early 1850s Some of the original lectures were dropped and the rest were 
considerably revised with new topics introduced The published essays on Fate Power Wealth Culture Behavior 
Worship Considerations by the Way Beauty and Illusions show Emerson s interest in many practical aspects of human 
About the Author Barbara Packer is Professor of English at the University of California Los Angeles The late 
professor Joseph Slater was General Editor of the Collected Works of Ralph Waldo Emerson until 1996 Douglas 
Emory Wilson 
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