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Can we reconcile the idea that we are free and responsible agents with the idea that what we do is determined 
according to natural laws For centuries philosophers have tried in different ways to show that we can Hilary Bok takes 
a fresh approach here as she seeks to show that the two ideas are compatible by drawing on the distinction between 
practical and theoretical reasoning Bok argues that when we engage in practical reasoning the kind tha Bok sup1 s 
original contribution is to show in more detail than other contemporary theories how practical reasoning is involved in 
the improvement of our characters how it is dedicated to bringing the will into conformity with ideals or standards R 
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