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3 of 3 review helpful Splendid book By peter molenaar I read this book because of my interest in Duns Scotus raised 
by having read Sylwanowicz s book on contingent causality and the foundation of Scotus s metaphysics Massie s 
treatment of the same topic is rather different and adds enormously to the already commendable text of Sylwanowicz 
Initially I had to get accustomed to the sometimes indirect and idiosyncratic style If we are to distinguish mere non 
being from that which is not yet may be from that which was not yet could have been or from that which will not be 
yet could become we are committed in some way to grant being to possibilities The possible is not actual yet it is not 
nothing What then could it be What ontological status could it possess In Contingency Time and Possibility An Essay 
on Aristotle and Duns Scotus Pascal Massie opens th Wisely choosing and faithfully following his ancient and modern 
sources Pascal Massie proves himself to be a talented and dependable guide for uncovering the ontological 
foundations of contingency in the worlds of Aristotle and John Duns Scotus Stephen F B 
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