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The question of causality has haunted the history of Western metaphysics since the time of the Pre Socratic philosophy 
Hand in hand with attempts to address this question is the promise of unlocking larger and more complicated questions 
pertaining to human freedom But what of novelty In this brilliant extended essay Donald A Crosby contends that 
though novelty can t be comprehended without efficient causality causality requires a concept of novelty without it 
cause Crosby provides a wonderfully lucid and carefully balanced metaphysical account of efficient causation and 
novelty both of them necessary but neither by itself sufficient for explaining the character of our constantly changing 
universe His book lives up to i 
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