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6 of 6 review helpful Well worth reading By From_Plano_TX This book is about the experience of reading and 
thinking about the Great Books so it is not merely a summary of the Great Books The author does provide in the front 
of the book a list of the books in the Great Books courses at Columbia 1 Literature Humanities and 2 Contemporary 
Civilization At the end of the book he provides samples of previous reading lis At the age of 48 film critic David 
Denby decided to return to Columbia University and re take the courses he took as a student in 1961 Literature 
Humanities and Contemporary Civilization He celebrates his rediscovery of authors such as Homer Plato Hegel 
Austen Marx Nietzsche and Virginia Woolf He recreates the atmosphere of the classroom the strategies used by a 
remarkable group of teachers and the strengths and weaknesses of media age students as they grappl com David 
Denby New York city movie critic and journalist entered Columbia University in 1991 to take the university s famous 
course in Great Books This is the course that in preserving the notion of the western canon without apology to 
multiculturalist 
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